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e (all to Order

The Willard City Council meeting of January 8, 2026, was called to order. Mayor Mote led the invocation and
Councilmember Bodily led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilmember Hulsey declared she would abstain on agenda items related to Wells due to a conflict of
interest.

2. Public Presentation

Diana Baker, 276 West Center expressed concerns about garbage cans in the city. She questioned who owns the
garbage cans and who is responsible for repairs when they break. Mayor Mote responded that currently, the
residents own the cans since they are charged for them. Ms. Baker described her situation with a damaged can,
that would cost $135 to replace, which she felt was unreasonable if the damage was caused by the garbage
company.

City Manager Kimpton acknowledged this is an ongoing issue with the garbage collection service. He explained
the city has been logging complaints about damaged cans, particularly with a certain batch of lower-quality
cans. He noted the difficulty in changing ownership structure of the cans since residents have already purchased
them. Mayor Mote mentioned that he had recently sent an email to the garbage collection company stating that
if the city must replace damaged cans, he would deduct the cost from their bill.

Ms. Baker suggested implementing a monthly rental fee for garbage cans to create a fund for replacements.
Mayor Mote noted that this issue would be on the agenda for the next meeting.

3. Planning Commission Report

Diana Baker, Planning Commission member reported there was no meeting as it would have fallen on New
Year's Day.

4, Public Hearing

Mayor Mote explained that the public hearing regarding the municipal boundary adjustment between Willard
and Perry City was advertised for 6:30 PM, while the meeting had begun at 6:00 PM. The Council decided to
postpone the public hearing until 6:30 PM to comply with the posted time.

5. Administration of the Oath of Office for Mayor and
Councilmembers

Mayor Travis Mote and Councilmember Michael Braegger were sworn in, raising their right hands and
repeating the oath of office administered by Interim City Recorder Diana Mund.

6. Review and Approval of the 2026 Annual Meeting Schedule

The Council reviewed the 2026 annual meeting schedule, which follows the same pattern as the current schednle
with adjustments for holidays.

Motion: Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the 2026 annual meeting schedule. Seconded by
Councilmember Badily. Motion carried unanimously.




7. Discussion on submitting an application for prioritized
Corridor Preservation project for connection of 300 East from 300
South to the Granite Ridge Project for the 2026 funding cycle

Mayor Mote introduced this agenda item, explaining that there are thres property owners involved in the
corridor preservation project that wounld connect 300 East from 300 South to Granite Ridge. He noted that one of
the properties was previously sold by the city to Chad Call, and the city should have secured a full roadway
width at that time.

Mayor Mote explained that the county has funds set aside for corridor preservation, and these funds could be

used to purchase easements through the properties to ensure the road connection in the future. The city would
need to pay between 25-50% of the value, with the corridor preservation funds covering the rest. The process
would require meeting with the landowners, obtaining appraisals, and submitting a proposal.

The Council expressed support for pursuing the corridor preservation project. Mayor Mote stated that he and
staff would proceed with preliminary discussions with the landowners and follow up with the appraisal process.

8. COG/County Commissioner Meeting

Mayor Mote reported on a meeting with the county that covered three main issues:

8a. Senior Centers: Both Tremonton and Brigham City operate senior centers with funding from BRAG (Bear
River Association of Governments), but claim the cost exceeds the funding. They are asking cities to help
contribute to the cost of meals.

8b. Emergency Services: Perry, Tremonton, and Brigham City have all pulled out of the county dispatch,
leaving Willard, the county, Mantua, Corinne, and Highway Patrol still using the service. This creates
communication challenges for emergency responses between jurisdictions. Mayor Mote noted that the 911
charge to the county will decline over the next three years, which could affect funding.

8c. Animal Shelters: The county has set aside $1 million for animal shelter improvements or construction. The
requirements for climate contro] alone would cost nearly 31 million. Brigham City canceled their contract with
Willard last year, and the city is currently using Allies for animal services. Mayor Mote suggested implementing
stricter ordinances for those abandoning animals and applying a per-head fee rather than charging cities large
amounts for facilities.

9. Pre-treatment and sewer discharge fees

A discussion was conducted after the public hearing, with Ruben Vantassell, a representative from the sewer
plant facility, present.

Mayor Mote expressed concem about ensuring that Willard City receives its fair share of sewer capacity. He
noted that while Willard owns approximately 30% of the sewer plant, there are different types of capacity
limitations - total flow and nutrient leading (specifically Biological Oxygen Demand or BOD).

Mr. Vantassell explained that a foed processing company had inquired about connecting to the sewer system,
but their high BOD load would exceed the plant's treatment capacity, even though the flow volume would be
manageable, He stated that the plant currently operates at about one-third of its hydraulic capacity (700,000
gallons of the 2,000,000-gallon capacity) but has limited biclogical treatment capability.

Mayor Mote emphasized that as Willard City plans for future development, they need to ensure they receive
their fair share of both flow capacity and nutrient loading allocation. City Manager Kimpton agreed that the
sewer board should look into measuring nutrient loads separately by city to ensure equitable distribution of

capacity.

10. Public Hearing (Continued at 6:30 PM)




At 6:30 PM, the Council returned to the public hearing regarding the municipal boundary adjustment between
Willard and Perry City.

Motion: Councilmember Bodily moved to open the public hearing. Seconded by Councilmember
Christensen. Motion carried unanimously,
Councilmember Christensen read a written comment from Fred Barker a Willard resident, who opposed having
his property included in the boundary adjustment to Perry City, Mr. Barker noted that his property had been

annexed from Perry to Willard in the 1990s, and he wished it to remain in Willard's jurisdiction. He expressed
concerns about potential stormwater drainage issues from fiture development.

Rue Wiley, a Willard resident objected to what he described as "giving land away," stating that it wasn't fair to
citizens and provided no compensation to Willard City.

Jeannine Jensen, a Perry resident, expressed concern about lot sizes, noting that she wanted to ensure any
development maintained a rural feel rather than immediately allowing multi-housing units or high-density
development.

James Settlemire a Willard resident, whose property would be included in the boundary adjustment, stated that
he supported the change since Perry already provides infrastructure to the area. He noted concems about
different zoning regulations between the cities affecting his plans for an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU).

Planning Commissioner Chad Bracgger explained that Perry City had invested in his property with utilities and
infrastructure, including water, sewer, and storn: drainage. He mentioned that Willard had previously declined
an opportunity to install a dry line in 1200 West, Commissioner Bracgger expressed concerns about potential
development density behind his property.

Pat Burms, another property owner in the affected area, expressed support for the boundary adjustment,

Motion:; Councilmember Braegger moved to close the public hearing. Seconded by Councilmember
Bodily. Motion carried unanimously.

10a. Re-appointment of Jacob Bodily to the Box Elder Mosquito
Abatement District

Motion: Councilmember Braegger moved to approve the re-appointment of Councilmember Bodily to the
Box Elder Mosquito Abatement District. Seconded by Councilmember Christensen, Motion carried

unanimously.

10b. Discuss and possible approval of Wells Easement
Agreement

The Council briefly discussed the Wells Easement Agreement, which had been reviewed multiple times by city
staff and legal counsel. It was noted that the agreement mirrors previous agreements made with Granite.

Motion: Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the Wells Easement Agreement. Seconded by
Councilmember Bodily. Motion carried with Councilmember Hulsey abstaining due to a conflict of
interest.

10c. Discuss and possible approval of Wells Water Agreement

The Council discussed the Wells Water Agreement, which exchanges the easement for 30 ERUs (Equivalent
Residential Units) of water at some point in the future.




Motion: Councilmember Bodily moved to approve the Wells Water Agreement. Second, by
Councilmember Braegger. Motion carried with Councilmember Hulsey abstaining due to a conflict of
interest.

10d. Discussion and possible approval of Ordinance 2026-01

Following the public hearing, the Council discussed the boundary adjustment ordinance. Mayor Mote mentioned
that Councilmember Mund (who was absent) had suggested tabling the item due to drainage concems.

Mayor Mote expressed concerns about including Fred Barker's property in the boundary adjustment against his
wishes and also raised questions about how the adjustment would affect flood control boundaries. He also
requested a more detailed map showing the relationship between the boundary adjustment and the railroad/UTA
corridor that serves the Inland Port area.

Councilmember Christensen provided context about the drainage issues, noting that Fred Barker's property
includes a pond and drainage ditch that flows west to the railroad tracks and then south.

Pat Burns, representing the landowners, explained that they had followed the city engineer's request for a
siraight line across from the Perry property.

Motion: Councilmember Braegger moved to table the ordinance until the next meeting. Seconded by
Councilmember Bodily. Motion carried unanimously.

11. Next Meeting Agenda - January 22, 2026

The Council noted that the garbage can issue, sewer board member reappointments, and the boundary
adjustment would be on the next meeting's agenda.

12. Upcoming events
The city will be closed on Monday, January 19, 2026, for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

13. Approval of December 11, 2025, minutes

Motion: Councilmember Braegger moved to approve the minutes of December 11, 2025. Seconded by
Councilmember Bodily. Motion carried unanimously.

14. Financial

This item was previously handled before the meeting.

15. Staff Reports

City Manager

City Manager Kimpton had nothing to report beyond what was covered in the agenda.
City Interim Recorder

Diana Mund had nothing to report
15a. Police Department




Police Chief Fielding reported that one new police truck is completed while another is being prepared. Officer
Prange is about two weeks away from completing phase 2 of his training. The city is working on a background
check for a fifth officer and considering adding a sixth officer in the next fiscal year, which would require truth
and taxation. He explained that with other agencies leaving the dispatch center, having a second officer on duty
for backup would be important.

Mayor Mote noted that ongoing discussions with the county about funding for South Willard need to continue.

15b. Fire Department

No significant updates were reported.

15c. Public Works

Public Works Director Payden Vine had no reports to update

16. Council Member Reports

Councilmember Hulsey expressed concern about a recent change to the agenda wording that specifies public
comments should only be about issues not on the agenda. She felt this limited public participation and
transparency. City Attorney Hugie explained that this prevents de facto public hearings without proper notice
and helps maintain control of meetings. Mayor Mote noted that the planning commission has had this wording
for some time.

Both Councilmember Rex Christensen and Mayor Mote thanked everyone for their support during the recent
passing of their fathers.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:55 PM.




